Update in the epidemiology, prophylaxis, and treatment of fungal infections in patients with hematologic disorders.
Invasive fungal infections contribute to the morbidity and mortality of immunosuppressed patients treated for hematologic malignancy and those undergoing hematopoietic cell transplantation. After years of limited advances, the management of fungal infections in these patients is now rapidly evolving. In this update, we will outline changes in the epidemiology of invasive fungal infections, discuss current issues in diagnosis and susceptibility testing, and review the current classes of antifungal drugs, focusing on newly licensed therapies. Data on antifungal prophylaxis, empiric therapy, and treatment of documented invasive fungal infections including single agents and combinations with newly licensed agents will be reviewed with emphasis on their impact on patients with hematologic malignancies.